Dry Stone Canada

Minutes of Annual General Meeting, 2026

The Annual General Meeting was be held on Sunday, March 15, 2026 at 7:00 pm EST

Hosting: Jim Irwin
Meeting Minutes: Jim Irwin

Agenda

1) Ensured Quorum is met (10% of active membership — minimum of 8 members) [Jim]

Quorum Includes:

Renee Nadeau
Evan Oxland
Jim Irwin

Rick Chataway
Scott Young
Kenneth Davies
John Saint John
John Scott
Menno Braum
Sean Donnelly
Eric

Others: Please add anyone | may have missed

2) Report of the Treasurer on the finances for 2025. [Evan]
Presented by Evan Oxland

Year End Balance of $78,241.12

2025 Ran a small deficit of $144.37

3) Year in Review [Jim]

-The Workshops in 2025 were summarized by Scott

-The 2025 Festiposium at Amherst Island was summarized by Renee.

- The Walling Competition summary was presented by Kenny.

4) Year Ahead



- Cuddy Gardens Update [Kenny]
This is the final year of the Cutty Garden build after
5 years of workshops.
This has been a combined effort by Drystone Canada
and the horticulture students at Fanshawe College.
After this years workshop the last week-end in April
the entire 450 feet of wall will be completed.

- Upcoming Courses [Scott]
The full slate of planned workshops is listed on the
Drystone Canada website.
Currently there are 6 planned for 2026.
The Merrikville workshop has been cancelled.
There is low attendance numbers for both the
Franktown and Campbellford workshops.
workshops. Need to do a Facebook advertising boost
closer to the dates.

- Digital Catalogue of Wall Database [Evan]

- Festival Announcement - Goodlot Brewery [Eric]
The Festival will be held from September 25th - 27th
at Goodlot Brewery
Caledon Ontario.
A Masonry pizza oven will be built the week leading up to the festival. Potentially
it will have a drystone cladding
Eric is still looking at how to acquire stone for the wall build.

- Cherryhill Nova Scotia Festival [Rick]
Rick Chataway did a photo presentation for the
Cherryhill Festival
planned for the August 7th to 8th 2027

5) Election of Directors & Thanks to Outgoing [Jim]

Renée Nadeau was unanimously elected for another two-year term

- Ken Davies was unanimously elected for another two-year term

- Rick Chataway was unanimously elected for a two-year term

- Jim Irwin was unanimously elected for a one-year term

- Scott Young and Evan Oxland remain in their positions until 2027.

- Big thanks to Charles Merredew and Lucas Michelsen for their service on the
board!

- New board members were unanimously approved by members (14 votes for, 0
against)



6) John Saint John Video Presentation on the history of his drystone wall
- Postponed due to technical difficulties.
7) Presentation [Sean's Gravity Defying Walls / Journey in Certification

-Sean Donnelly gave us a presentation on the installations he produced as part of the
Chalmers Arts Fellowship Award he received to study the limits of dry stone construction.
He also talked about his recent Masters Certification process through the DSWA (UK), and
his continuing education to become a certifier, standard setting process, shadowing.

Sean indicated that the Chalmers Arts Fellowship Award is an under utilized resource.

8) Adjournment

Dated this 15th Day of March 2026
By order of the Board of Directors



